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Hsun-hua t'ing, their chief town being known as Salar
pakun (or paken). The first teacher of the schism
followed by them was a man called Ma Ming-hsin, who
lived in the middle of the last century, but the Salar
themselves, who are of Turkish extraction, have been
settled in western Kan-su for at least four centuries. The
Salar, and many of the Mohammedans of the other sect,
have distinctly un-Ohinese features, aquiline noses, long,
oval faces, and large eyes, peculiarities easily accounted
for by an infusion of Turkish stock with the Chinese, of
which we should find, if proof were necessary, ample and
conclusive testimony in Chinese histories and ethnological
works.1
The Salar have retained their original language, and
still speak it with such purity that.it is perfectly intelli-
gible to the traders from Hotien and Kashgar who come to
is a source of constant anxiety to the    to show a connection between the
provincial government  on   account    Salar and a colony of Mohammedans
of the latent spirit of revolt in- its    who settled in western Kan-su in the
people.     Scarcely   a   year   passes    last century, but the "Ming shih"
without some revolt in or around it,     (History of the Ming dynastjr) already
and a large garrison has to be kept    makes mention of the Salar, remnants
there.                                                 .     of various Turkish tribes (H$i-cWiang)
i Colonel Yule, " Marco Polo," 2d    who had settled in the districts of
edit., II, 23, quoting a Eussian work,     Ho-chou, Huang-chou, T'ao-chou, and
has it that the word Salar is used to    Min-chou, and who were a source of
designate Ho-chou, but this is not ab-    endless trouble to the empire.   See
solutely^accurate. Prjevalsky, "Mon-    Wei Ytian, "Sheng-wu chi,"VII, 35,
golia," n, 149, makes the following    also "Huang ch'ing shih kung t'u,"
complicated statement: "The Kara-    V,7.   The Russian traveler, Potanin,
tangutans outnumber the Mongols in    found the Salar living in twenty-four
Koko-nor, but their chief habitations    villages, near Hsiin-h.ua t'ing on the
are near the sources of the Yellow    south bank of the Yellow Biver. See
River where they are called Salirs;     "Proc. Roy. Geo, Soc.," IX, 234. The
they profess the Mohammedan reli-    Annals of the Ming dynasty ("Ming-
gion,   and   have   rebelled   against    shih," Oh. 330) say that An-ting wei,
China," I will only remark Ijere that    1500 H southwest of Kan-ehou, was in
the Salar have absolutely no eonnec-     old times known as Sa-li TFei-wu-clir.
tion with the so-called Kara-tangu-    These   Sari   Uigurs are mentioned
tans, who are Tibetans.   In a note    l>y Du Plan Carpin (p. 651), as Sari
by Archimandrite Palladius, in the    Huinr.    Can Sola be the same  as
work   (II,   70),   he  attempts    Sari?